29 June 2015

Ms A Armstrong
Eversheds (on behalf of Rainbow Farms)
aldinearmstrong@eversheds.co.za

Dear Ms Armstrong,
Rainbow Farms (Pty) Ltd – Correspondence dated 22 June 2015
EIA No: 14/12/16/3/3/2/745
Your Reference: ARMSTRONG/MAT3639

Your correspondence sent on the 22 June 2015 has reference.
Between 2009 and 2012, on behalf of Eskom, ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants undertook the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed Venus-Sigma-Hector-(Ariadne) (VSHA)
transmission line project, which included the proposed Sigma Sub-station. Authorisation of the proposed VSHA
transmission line corridor, which is 2 km wide, was granted in 2012.
During the VSHA EIA process, four transmission line corridor alternatives, each 2 km wide, were investigated,
along with various joining sections in between the corridors. The total length of the authorised transmission
line is approximately 137 km, whilst the total project area including all the transmission line corridors constituted
more than 900 km2 in this region of the KZN Midlands. ACER undertook numerous title deed searches,
landowner searches, liaison with farmer organisations, municipalities etc. to identify landowners within the
various corridors. This constituted a large number of landowners, some of whom participated actively in the
EIA process whilst others did not.
During the EIA process, 25 letters were sent out to stakeholders, inviting comment on the project, providing
progress updates, advertising the dates of public meetings and the availability of the draft and final Scoping
and EIA reports and notifying stakeholders of the Record of Decision and amendments.
The project was also extensively advertised in the following media: Natal Witness, Estcourt and Midland News,
Northern Natal Farmer, Galaxy, Greytown Gazette, Sunday Tribune and Ilanga, and also received additional
media coverage both in newspapers and on television.
Throughout this process, public meetings were advertised and arranged in Estcourt, Howick, Wartburg and
Camperdown. A specialist open-day was also held in Pietermaritzburg on 14 September 2010 where
stakeholders were invited to book sessions and interact directly with individual specialists.
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Our database records show that throughout the VSHA project process, from mid-2009 to mid-2012, project
correspondence was posted to the following two Rainbow Farm offices.
Rainbow Farms
PO Box 26
Hammarsdale
3700

Rainbow Farms
One The Boulevard
Westway Office Park
Westville
3629

The Hammarsdale address is the same address which has now been registered for the Isundu Sub-station
EIA by Dr Sanjay Maharaj (see Appendix 1). ACER is unsure if the Westville postal codes have changed since
2009 but the Westville address, confirmed last week, should have been 1 The Boulevard, Westway Office
Park, Westville 3635. However, the postal code 3629 is also a Westville postal code and as no correspondence
was ever returned from either of these addresses, ACER assumes that the letters were delivered. ACER has
email correspondence from S Xaba, at Rainbow’s Westville office, which confirms that ACER’s
correspondence had reached the Westville office. Please see email attached.
Furthermore, a number of stakeholders neighbouring Rainbow’s farms at Ashburton, such as Mayibuye Game
Reserve and Kingsthorpe Estate (now Wild Aloe Estate) amongst others, were all well aware of the project
and made numerous submissions to ACER over the course of the two and a half year project. The final EIR
was amended to include a specific alignment requested by Mayibuye Game Reserve, which neighbours on
Rainbow’s property.
Thus, ACER believes that Rainbow Farms were certainly contacted and made aware of the VSHA project,
indirectly through the media and directly through correspondence sent, and were provided ample opportunity
to participate in the process, raise concerns and appeal the authorisation.
In terms of the concerns raised in regard to the current Isundu Sub-station project, ACER has noted Evershed’s
request in the submission dated 9 June 2015, that a focus group meeting with Rainbow and Eversheds be
conducted. Due to the technical nature of Rainbow’s concerns, ACER believes the most appropriate time for
such a focus group meeting is once the various specialists have prepared their draft findings but prior to the
draft Environmental Impact Report being distributed for comment.
Thus, ACER will contact Eversheds, Rainbow and Eskom to arrange this meeting later in July 2015.
Please contact me should you require any further information.
Kind regards,

ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants
Paul Scherzer
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