
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 September 2016 

 

«Title» «First_Names» «Surname» 

«Position» 

«CoOrg» 

«Address» 

«City» «Postcode» 

 

Dear «Title» «Surname» 

 

ESKOM CLOCOLAN – FICKSBURG 88 KV POWER LINE, SETSOTO LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE 

STATE PROVINCE (DEA EIA REFERENCE NO: 14/12/16/3/3/1/797) 

 

NOTICE OF ESKOM’S APPLICATION TO AMEND THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION 

 

Eskom Holdings SOC Limited (Eskom) has appointed ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants (ACER) 

to undertake the process, as per sections 31 and 32 of the 2014 EIA Regulations (GN 982 of December 

2014), to amend the existing Environmental Authorization (EA), to include the changes to the authorised 

route for the new Clocolan-Ficksburg 88 kV power line and for the construction of the new Marallaneng 

Substation near Ficksburg. 

 

Existing Environmental Authorisation  

On 14
th
 February 2014 the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) issued Eskom environmental 

authorisation to construct a new (second) 88 kV power line and associated infrastructure between the 

existing Clocolan Substation in the town of Clocolan and the Ficksburg Substation in the town of 

Ficksburg, within the Setsoto Local Municipality. Infrastructure authorised under the existing EA includes: 

 

 Construction of a 35 km 88 kV power line from the existing Clocolan Substation to the existing 

Ficksburg Substation. 

 A replacement of four 5 MVA 88/11 kV transformers by four 10MVA 88/11kV transformers. 

 The 88kV power line will make use of the monopole structures with a footprint of 1 m
2 

each and 

range between 18 m and 24 m in height. 

 The power line servitude will have a width of 31 m. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

 

Realignment of 88 kV power line 

After receiving authorisation for the new Clocolan-Ficksburg power line, Eskom commenced negotiations 

with the relevant stakeholders and land owners, this resulted in them having to deviate slightly from the 

authorised alignment. Further to the deviations required as a result of the servitude negotiations, an 

ecological walkdown assessment of the new alignment recommended slight deviations to avoid sensitive 

areas. Although still within the original study corridor, the new alignment will have impacts that were not 

previously assessed and will therefore require Eskom to apply for amendment to the existing EA in terms 

of Part 2 of the 2014 EIA Regulations. 

 

Figure 1 Authorised (Blue), Existing (Grey) and Proposed (Green) 88 kV Power Line 

 

Construction of the new Marallaneng Substation 

The new Marallaneng Substation has been proposed on the Ficksburg end of the proposed 88 kV power 

line. The Marallaneng Substation is required to address the demand for electricity in the townships near 

Ficksburg. The Setsoto Local Municipality has formally requested the need for a new sub-station in order 

to allow the municipality to implement new infrastructure developments, and to provide power to already 

completed projects and RDP houses. 

 

The Marallaneng Sub-station will have a footprint of 80 m x 80 m, and through careful planning with 

regards to the final placement will not constitute a listed or specified activity in terms of the 2014 EIA 

Regulations. 

Figure 2 Proposed Marallaneng Substation site alternatives 

Option 2 

Option 1 

Option 3 

Final Marallaneng Substation Option 

Ficksburg 

Clocolan 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AMENDMENT PROCESS 

 

Section 31 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations describes amendments that must 

be applied for in terms of Part 2; as amendments that will result in a change in the scope of a valid 

environmental authorisation where such change will result in an increased level or nature of impact where 

such level or nature was not previously assessed or taken into consideration in the initial environmental 

authorisation. 

 

Section 32 of the 2014 EIA Regulations describes the process and consideration of an application for 

amendment. Eskom is required to undertake the following: 

 

 Submit an application to amend to the DEA. 

 Submit a report, which has been subject to 30 days public participation, to the DEA, within 90 days 

of receipt of the application by the DEA, including: 

 An assessment of all the impacts related to the proposed changes. 

 Advantages and disadvantages associated with the proposed changes. 

 Measures to ensure avoidance, management and mitigation of impacts associated with the 

proposed changes. 

 Any changes to the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). 

 

This letter serves to notify you, as a previously registered stakeholder from the original EA process, of 

Eskom’s intention to amend the existing EA for the realignment of the new 88 kV power line and the 

inclusion of the new Marallaneng Substation. You are invited to submit any concerns, issues or 

suggestions regarding the proposed amendments, which will inform decision-making by the DEA.  

 

Your participation is valued and is greatly appreciated. 

 

Please contact the Public Participation Office should you require further information. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 

Mr Keagan Kruger 

Environmental Consultant 


