
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ESKOM DISTRIBUTION POWER LINE: 

CLOCOLAN – FICKSBURG 88 KV, SETSOTO LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

 

Summary of input by specialists on Route Alternative 3 

 

 

ACER approached the team of specialists who previously conducted the detailed investigation on 

Alternatives 1 and 2 to provide their input a new route alternative, Alternative 3. Their findings are 

summarised below. 

 

Specialist Findings 

Vegetation, Terrestrial Fauna and 

Wetlands 

This alternative will not have a significant impact on plant 

and fauna species, plant and fauna habitats, wetlands and 

rivers. Nonetheless, the specialist noted that the presence of 

numerous wetlands between Oogiesfontein Farm and the 

Rantsho River and recommended that the power line be 

placed north of the existing power line in order to keep the 

fragmentation of habitats to a minimum.  

 

Therefore, from the vegetation, terrestrial fauna and 

wetlands viewpoint, this alternative is favoured. 

Avi-fauna From an avi-fauna perspective, no bird sensitive areas were 

identified along this alternative and, therefore, the proposed 

power line can be built with no significant impact on birds 

and their habitats.  

Visual The specialist indicated that the placement of the new power 

line next to the existing line will not significantly increase 

existing visual impacts of power line infrastructure in the 

area. This is because the existing power line is placed away 

from key viewpoints and landscapes. Other mitigatory 

effects include tree plantations along the R26 and landform. 

 

Nonetheless, at the Clocolan end of this alternative, it 

follows the R26 (a viewing source) into the town of Clocolan 

for approximately 4 km, making the power line more visible 

than the existing power line; however, the significance of this 

impact is low due to the presence of urban developments, a 

relatively flat landscape and a lack of mountain views. 

 

Therefore, from a visual viewpoint, this alternative is 

favoured. 

Heritage No heritage resources were identified along this alternative, 

although potentially, heritage resources could be 

encountered and impacted during construction. Therefore, 

the specialist recommends that a full Phase 1 HIA is 

prepared by an accredited specialist prior to any 

construction activities. 

 

Therefore, from a heritage viewpoint, this alternative is 

favoured. 

 


