
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 November 2016 

 

 

«Title» «First_Names» «Surname» 

«Position» 

«CoOrg» 

«Address» 

«City» «Postcode» 

 

 

Dear «Title» «Surname»  

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION (BASIC ASSESSMENT) PROCESS 

 

APPLICATION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROPOSED JOHN READMAN BORROW PIT,  

NEAR HEATONVILLE, KWAZULU-NATAL 

 

Mr J Readman intends to apply for a mining permit and environmental authorisation to establish a 

Borrow Pit on his property located near Heatonville within the City of Umhlatuze Local Municipality. 

The proposed Borrow Pit will have a footprint of 3.1 Ha and be located on Mevamhlope Farm (Portion 

1 of Farm No 12280). The GPS co-ordinates of the proposed Borrow Pit are given as follows: S 28
o
 

42’ 10.96 and E 31
o
 48’ 03.7. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

The proposed Borrow Pit site located on Mevamhlope Farm is approximately 10 km northwest of the 

town of Empangeni (Figure 2). Currently the site is used by Mr Readman as a source of gravel for the 

maintenance of his farm roads and the remainder of the site was previously used for staff 

accommodation. As such, most of the proposed Borrow Pit footprint has been extensively modified 

over time and has little indigenous vegetation remaining on site. The surrounding land use around the 

proposed Borrow Pit site consists primarily of commercial sugar cane fields with some natural 

vegetation located to the south of the proposed Borrow Pit site (Figure 1). No wetlands are located 

within 500 m of the proposed Borrow Pit site.  

 

Mevamhlope Farm owned by Mr John Readman has three surrounding farms owned by the following 

land owners: 

 

1. Brett Hume – Hume Brothers, who own the Merchiston Farm 

2. Jonathan James – Silver Solutions T/A JR Farming, who own the Chorley Park farm 

3. Chris de Beer – Vooruitsig Suikerboere , who own the Vooruitsig Farm 
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Figure 1 Proposed footprint of the Borrow Pit 
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Figure 2 Locality Map showing the proposed Borrow Pit 
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LEGAL COMPLIANCE  

 

An application for a mining permit in terms of Section 27 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002) will be submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources. 

The proposed project triggers the following listed activities in terms of the National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations as 

amended (December 2014) and therefore requires environmental authorisation following a basic 

assessment process. The authorising authority for this development is the Department of Mineral 

Resources with the provincial Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental 

Affairs (DEDTEA) acting as a commenting authority.  

 

 GNR 983 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations Listing Notice 1 of 2014 Activity 21:  

 

Any activity including the operation of that activity which requires a mining permit in terms of 

section 27 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (act No. 28 of 

2002), including associated infrastructure, structures and earthworks directly related to the 

extraction of a mineral resource, including activities for which an exemption has been issued in 

terms of section 106 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No 

28 of 2002). 

 

 GNR 983 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations Listing Notice 1 of 2014 Activity 22:  

 

The decommissioning of any activity requiring a closure certificate in terms of section 43 of the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002).  

 

 GNR 983 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations Listing Notice 1 of 2014 Activity 27:  

 

The clearance of an area of 1 hectare or more, but less than 20 hectares of indigenous 

vegetation.  

 

 GNR 983 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations Listing Notice 1 of 2014 Activity 28:  

 

Commercial developments where such land was used for agriculture or afforestation on or after 

01 April 1998 and where such development (ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the total 

land to be developed is bigger than 1 hectare. 

 

 

PROJECT NEED AND DESCRIPTION  

 

The proposed activity involves the establishment of a Borrow Pit on Mevamhlope Farm owned by Mr 

John Readman located approximately 4.5 km to the southeast of Heatonville. The proposed Borrow 

Pit is being established to provide gravel for the proposed upgrading of the P 700 road from the R 34 / 

P 700 intersection. Currently there are no commercial sources of gravel locally (within 10 km) to 

service the road upgrade contract and it is envisaged that the appointed contractor for the road 

upgrade will source material from Mr Readman’s Borrow Pit which is located within 1 km of the section 

of the P 700 which is to be upgraded. 

 

During establishment, operation and decommissioning of the Borrow Pit the following tasks are 

anticipated to be undertaken: 

 

 Stripping and stockpiling of topsoil  

 Excavation of gravel  

 Loading and transportation of mineral to clients  
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 Sloping and landscaping upon closure of the site  

 Replacing the topsoil and vegetating the disturbed area  

 

It must be noted that no primary processing of material will take place on site (i.e. no screening, 

crushing or washing of gravel). When the site is decommissioned Mr Readman will use part of the 

Borrow Pit footprint as a loading zone to be utilised when sugar cane is harvested. As such, it is 

envisaged that rehabilitation measures will be primarily focused on the Borrow Pit perimeter banks. 

 

Equipment and infrastructure on site will be limited to the following: 

 1 Excavator. 

 2 Front end loaders / back actors (TLB).  

 1 Articulated Dump Truck.  

 Chemical toilet to be used by employees.  

 Small site office (it is envisaged that one of the existing accommodation units on site will be 

renovated and used as a site office). 

 Access control point (boom gate) to prevent unauthorised access into the Borrow Pit. 

 

The environmental assessment will culminate in the compilation of a Basic Assessment Report and 

Environmental Management Programme which will be submitted to the Department of Mineral 

Resources (DMR), the regulatory authority responsible for issuing environmental authorisation for the 

proposed Borrow Pit.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

As part of the environmental authorisation process and application for a mining permit Interested and 

Affected Parties (I&APs) will be afforded the opportunity to comment on the proposed development 

and raise any issues or suggestions which they might have with regards to the proposed Borrow Pit.  

 

The public participation process has been designed to comply with the requirements of the current 

environmental regulations (Sections 41 to 44 of Regulation 982) and NEMA. The important elements 

relating to the public participation process that are required by the regulations are the following: 

 

 The manner in which I&APs are notified of the application for environmental authorisation. 

This includes on-site notice boards, giving written notice to landowners, letters, Background 

Information Documents (this letter) and advertisements in the media (Section 41). 

 Opening and maintaining a register containing the names and addresses of I&APs. These 

include all persons who have submitted comments, attended meetings, organs of State who 

have jurisdiction in the assessment process, and all those who have requested that they be 

placed on the register as registered I&APs (Section 42). 

 Registered I&APs are entitled to comment, in writing, on all written submissions made to the 

competent authority by the applicant or the Environmental Assessment Practitioner managing 

the application, and to bring to the attention of the competent authority any issues, which that 

party believes may be of significance when the application is considered for authorisation 

(Section 43). 

 The comments of registered I&APs must be recorded and included in the reports submitted to 

the competent authority (Section 44). 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you, as an Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP), background 

information on the proposed development and to invite you to submit concerns, issues or suggestions 

regarding the proposed development. These will inform the assessment and application to the 

competent authority. I&APs will be afforded the opportunity to review the Basic Assessment Report 

prior to its submission to the DMR. 
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Please complete the enclosed comment sheet and return it to the ACER Public Participation 

Office by 8 January 2017 (contact details are provided on the comment sheet). 

 

Your participation is valued and would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Please contact the Public Participation Office should you require further information. Yours 

sincerely, 

 

 

 
ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 

Giles Churchill 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

 


