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1. Meeting attendees: 
 

Mr.G Churchill  ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 
Ms. A. Jojo  Project Manager – Umzimvubu Local Municipality 
Ward Councilor Community Members (See attached attendance register) 
 

 
2. Meeting Minutes 
 

 The Ward Councilor welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 Ward Councilor introduced Ms. A. Jojo from the Umzimvubu Local Municipality who 

provided a brief description of the project and then introduced Mr Churchill from ACER to 
explain to the community what has been done to date on the environmental authorisation 
process. 

 Mr Churchill, with Ms Jojo as interpreter,welcomed everyone in attendance and for 
making the time available to meet with them.  

 Mr Churchill explained that ACER had been appointed in April 2018 by the Umzimvubu 
Local Municipality to undertake the required environmental assessment to get 
environmental approval for the proposed project. 

 Mr Churchill explained that the environmental authorisation process is well underway and 
that specialists were appointed to assess the proposed project site.  

 Findings by these specialists will be assessessed and if no fatal flaws are identified from 
an environmental perspective the project would most likely be approved and that the 
findings of these specialist studies will be taken into consideration when drafting the 
Basic Assessment report which will be submitted for both authority and public review. 

 Mr Churchill explained that as part of the environmental authorisation process, Public 
Participation, and specifically the input from the surrounding communities was important 
so that the EIA team can include any comments, concerns or queries the surrounding 
communities who are going to be affected by the project might have.  

 Mr Churchill stressed to the meeting attendees that all comments were welcome and that 
should they have any queries with regards to the project they should ask and both ACER 
and the Umzimvubu Local Municipality representative would try to answer their queries.  

 Mr Churchill opened the floor to questions and assisted Ms. A. Jojo, when required, to 
answer questions. 

 ACER issued all attendees with comment sheets on which the meeting attendees could 
write down their comments and circulated an attendance register for all attendees to 
sign. 
 

3. General Discussion and Questions 
 

 The community memebers indicated that they were aware of the project and welcomed 
the proposed river crossing. 

 The local community asked when construction on the project would commence. Ms. A. 
Jojo stated that a decision from the EDEAT is expected in December 2018 and as soon 
as the go ahead was received for the project,  construction would commence. 



 Community members asked if jobs would be available to the local community during 
construction of the project. Ms. A. Jojo indicated that the contractor appointed would 
source labour from the local community during construction. 

 The Ward Councilor thanked Ms. A. Jojo and ACER for their work undertaken to date 
and stated that the community was eagerly awaiting the project to be implemented. 

 During the question and answer session Ms Jojo and Mr Churchill assisted the 
community members with the filling out of the comment sheets. 

 
4. Meeting closure 
 

 Mr Churchillthankedthe community members for their attendance and reiterated that the 
comments received would be incorporated into the reports submitted to the EDEAT for 
decision making. 

 The Ward Councilor closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 


