
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18 May 2018 
 
 
«Title»«First_Names»«Surname» 
«Position» 
«CoOrg» 
«Address» 
«City»«Postcode» 
 
 
Dear «Title»«Surname» 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
WATER USE AUTHORISATION PROCESS 
 
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAHOBE ROAD CULVERT CROSSINGS AND MANDLANGENI 
ROAD CULVERT CROSSING NEAR MT FRERE, EASTERN CAPE.  
 
The Umzimvubu Local Municipality recently appointed ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants (ACER) as 
the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) responsible for obtaining environmental authorisation and 
the relevant permits and licences required for the proposed upgrading and construction of culvert crossings 
on existing gravel access roads near Mount Frere in the Umzimvubu Local Municipality, Eastern Cape. 
 
The Umzimvubu Local Municipality is proposing to construct two new bridge culvert crossings to replace pipe 
crossings which have been washed away during recent rains along the Mahobe and Mandlangeni gravel 
roads which service rural communities near Mt Frere. The proposed development will consist of the following 
projects:  
 
 The construction of the Mahobe Road Culvert Crossings (Two culvert crossings). 
 The construction of the Mandlangeni Road Culvert Crossing. 
 
The proposed development will consist of two different projects which will be authorised under a single 
environmental application process as agreed on with the Eastern Cape Department of Economic 
Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT).  
 
ACER, on behalf of the Umzimvubu Local Municipality, will be undertaking the required Environmental 
Authorisation process and associated Public Participation Process required for listed activities under the 
current Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 published in Government Notices R 982, 983, 
984 and 985 of 4 December 2014 (as amended). Additionally, the proposed development will require 
authorisation from the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS), for water uses in terms of Section 21 (c) 
and (i) of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No 36 of 1998)(NWA). The applications and supporting 
documentation will be submitted to the DEDEAT and DWS respectively, for consideration and decision-
making. 
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CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION 
 
In terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 published in Government Notices R 
982, 983, 984 and 985 of 4 December 2014 under Section 24(5) read with Sections 24, 24D and 44 of the 
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (as amended), the proposed 
development will require an application for environmental authorisation following the undertaking of a Basic 
Assessment (BA) process. The BA process applies to developments that trigger activities as listed in terms 
of Listing Notices 1 (GN R.983) and 3 (GN R 985). The listed activities that are triggered for the proposed 
development are listed in the table below: 
 
 

Listed activity as described in GN R 982, 983, 984 and 985 of 
8 December 2014. 

Description of project activity 

LN1 - 
Activity 
19 

The infilling or depositing of any material of more than 
10 cubic metres into, or the dredging, excavation, 
removal or moving of soil, sand, shells, shell grit, 
pebbles or rock of more than 10 cubic metres from a 
watercourse;  
 

The construction of the concrete 
causeways will potentially require the 
moving of more than 10 m3 of 
material within the watercourses. 

 
The proposed gravel roads construction and watercourse crossings will also require Water Use Authorisation 
(WUA) from the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS), for water uses in terms of Section 21 (c) and (i) 
of the NWA. However in terms of GN509 OF 26 August 2016 for Section 21 (c) and (i) water uses; all 
maintenance of bridges over rivers, streams and wetlands and new construction of bridges done according to 
the SANRAL Drainage Manual or similar norms and standards are generally authorisable for municipalities 
subject only to the conditions of the notice. 
 
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
The Umzimvubu Local Municipality has identified a need to replace and upgrade the pipe crossings on the 
Mahobe and Mandlangeni Gravel Roads which were recently washed away during heavy rainfalls. The 
proposed project involves the construction of culvert crossings which will allow a greater volume of water 
through the bridge structures compared to the old pipe crossings thus making the river crossings safer for 
the surrounding communities while at the same time reducing the risk of damage to the crossings during high 
flow events. 
 
The construction of crossings on the Mahobe and Mandlangeni Roads will use culverts, each with a height of 
2.97 m and a width of 3.48 m (the number of culverts required at each crossing has yet to be determined and 
will depend on the width of the stream and topography of the sites). The culvert crossings will include the 
following associated works to limit impacts on the receiving environment and to ensure their longevity: 
 
 The culvert crossings will be keyed into the banks of the stream/river. 
 Wing walls will be incorporated into the design of the culvert crossings. 
 Culverts will be placed in a manner that allows for the free movement of water and sediment. 
 Culverts will be placed at the same level as the base of the steam/river. 
 
Benefits of constructing culvert crossings in place of the old pipe crossings include the following: 
 
 Culverts will allow for the natural flow of water across the stream/river bed and not confine or impede 

flow at the bridge structures. 
 The culverts will have a sufficient grade to be self-scouring/self-cleaning and are not prone to 
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sedimentation. 
 The culverts will be equipped with energy breakers on the downstream side of the crossing to ensure 

that downstream areas do not scour and erode. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1    Example of the culvert crossing to be constructed in line with the SANRAL Drainage 

Manual (2013). 
 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS 
 
THE UPGRADING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAHOBE ROAD CULVERT CROSSINGS 
 
The Mahobe gravel access road is located near the settlement of Coloti which is located in a rural area of the 
Eastern Cape approximately 44 km north-west of the town of Mt Frere and 10 km east of Mount Fletcher in 
the Umzimvubu Local Municipality (Figure 2). The Mahobe gravel access road is currently unusable due to 
one concrete pipe crossing having been washed away following heavy rainfall and another pipe crossing is 
showing signs of erosion which is likely to result in its collapse during future high rainfall. The proposed 
culvert crossings are to replace the current concrete pipe crossings as they allow for a greater volume of 
water to flow through the crossings thus reducing the chances of washaways and damage to the culverts 
and road infrastructure. The construction of the culvert crossing will have a significant positive socio-
economic impact on the surrounding rural communities as it will allow vehicular access to these rural areas 
and improve safety to surrounding communities who cross these drainage lines on a regular basis.  
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Figure 2 Locality of the proposed Mahobe Road Culvert Crossings 
 
In total, two culvert crossings will be constructed along the Mahobe Road at the following crossing points: 
 
 Crossing 1:S 30 40 33.06  and E 28 36 48.26 
 Crossing 2: S 30 40 31.05  and E 28 36 45.02 
 
 
THE UPGRADING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE MANDLANGENI ROAD CULVERT CROSSING 
 
The Mandlangeni gravel access road services the settlements of Nqumane and Dinana which are located in 
a rural area of the Eastern Cape approximately 35 km north of the town of Mt Frere and 44 km northwest of 
Mount Ayliff in the Umzimvubu Local Municipality (Figure 3). The Mandlangeni gravel access road is 
currently unusable due to one concrete pipe crossing having been washed away following heavy rainfall. The 
proposed culvert crossing is to replace the concrete pipe crossing as a culvert crossing allows for a greater 
volume of water to flow through the crossing thus reducing the chances of washaways and damage to the 
culverts and road infrastructure. The construction of the culvert crossing will have a significant positive socio-
economic impact on the surrounding rural communities as it will allow vehicular access between the 
settlements of Nqumane and Dinana and improve safety to surrounding communities who cross this 
drainage line on a regular basis (Figure 3). 

Figure 3 Locality of the proposed Mandlangeni Road Culvert Crossing 
 
 
One culvert crossing will be constructed along the Mandlangeni Road at the following crossing point: 
 
 Crossing 1: S 30 35 50.4 and E 28 58 54.3 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to notify all stakeholders and potentially Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) of 
the proposed development, and to encourage participation in the Environmental Authorisation and WULA 
processes. If you would like to register as an I&AP and to receive future correspondence regarding the 
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process, please complete and return the attached Comment Sheet to the ACER Public Participation Office 
before 18 June 2018. 
 
Please contact the ACER Public Participation Office to obtain further information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your participation is valued and will be appreciated. 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 
Mr G Churchill 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 
Giles Churchill or Mareike Straeuli 

P O Box 503, Mtunzini, 3867 

Tel: 035 340 2715 Fax: 035 340 2232 

E-mail: umzimvubu@acerafrica.co.za   
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