Mareike Straeuli
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To:
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Vicki King <vicki@metamorphosisdbn.co.za>
06 June 2018 11:31 AM
'Ashleigh Mckenzie'; 'Mareike Straeuli'
FW: Upgrading of N3_New England Road Interchange
Proposed Sanral Land Acquisition.pdf

Hi
I asked Mark to send me a mail so we could catch up on old times – but he decided to send me comments on the
process instead!
So please find herewith for incorporation.
I will just respond to say that we have received his comments and will look at them as part of the process if that’s
ok. Please send on to SANRAL if you think it is necessary? There are obviously issues here which are beyond our
remit.
Cheers
V
Vicki King
Metamorphosis Environmental Consultants
031 764 7554 (ph)
086 562 7078 (Fax)
076 420 1441 (cell)
www.metamorphosisdbn.co.za
From: Mark Puttick <mpa@sai.co.za>
Sent: 05 June 2018 10:02 AM
To: vicki@metamorphosisdbn.co.za
Subject: Upgrading of N3_New England Road Interchange
Hi Vicki
It was good to connect with you again. There are not many members of the Northern Feeder group still around in
KZN.
I am sending you an email as requested.
Although you indicated that you were only peripherally involved with the proposed N3 upgrade may I take this
opportunity to share my concerns with you. Please note that my views do not officially represent those of the
school committee and I have no mandate to represent it.
As discussed, New England Pre Primary School, which has served the city’s residents with distinction for nearly 50
years and has recently pioneered the integration of a class for children with special needs, will not be able to
continue operating from its current premises due to the planned N3 road improvements and the associated further
upgrading of the N3/New England Road interchange.
Whilst I, on behalf of my wife, and the Parents Committee have engaged Sanral on this issue since mid 2015, it
became evident from discussions with Sanral officials at the Open Day information forum that Sanral has not
initiated any attempt to negotiate the acquisition of the recommended alternative site from the municipality nor do
they intend to get involved in the construction of alternative premises for the school.
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Incidentally, Site 1 owned by Sanral that was investigated by the School Committee and referred to the attached
letter is no longer available as Sanral subsequently allocated it for another purpose.
No doubt you will concur that a school cannot be simply shut down or treated in the same manner as a residential
dwelling where an owner is simply paid compensation to enable the person to acquire alternative
accommodation. I am of the view that consideration also has to be given to the fact that the school, which is
independent and receives no form of state funding, does not have the skills to manage a project such as the
construction of a new school and has very limited resources which again makes the situation different to a home
owner being appropriately compensated to either buy or build a new home.
Clearly, new premises need to be secured and a new school needs to be built and become operational before the
existing premises can be made available for the proposed road construction activities. I am of the view that this is in
accordance with legal precedents which require alternative accommodation to be provided before a long standing
lawful occupant of land can be evicted.
It was hoped that Sanral would facilitate the relocation of the school and the school committee, although having
strong historic and sentimental ties to the existing premises, engaged with Sanral officials in good faith and were
willing to fully cooperate with Sanral on condition that the school was re-established on an appropriate site.
Although officials appeared to be initially receptive to this course of action, this no longer seems to be case and it
would appear that Sanral would prefer to offer monetary compensation and it will be left to the school to secure
and construct alternative premises.
As you are aware, securing appropriately zoned land is not any easy process, particularly, as in the case of the
preferred alternative site, the land is owned by the municipality.
Whilst the school committee has no leverage when dealing with the municipality, Sanral has considerable leverage
as the relocation of the school can be framed within the context of a necessary quid pro quo for the upgrading of the
N3/New England Road intersection which will benefit the city as a whole. Sanral also has the ability to close the on
and off ramps of the intersection if it is unable to undertake the required upgrades. This leverage could be
successfully used to secure the required alternative site.
Although Sanral officials informed me at previous meetings that the road improvements would only be required
between 2025 to 2030, at the Open Day officials indicated that works are now planned to commence in 2021.
As a result, the matter of securing an alternative site for the school has become extremely urgent and I am of the
view that it should be treated more seriously by Sanral due to the time frame that will be required to secure and
construct new premises for the school. In this regard, Sanral have apparently done nothing to address this matter
during the last two and half years.
As you can understand, I am aware that the school committee is rapidly losing faith in Sanral and may be forced to
consider recourse via other channels in order to ensure the survival of the school. Clearly this course of action
would be detrimental to the project and could adversely affect the planned construction dates.
As an aside, has consideration been given in the EIA to strategic level alternatives to reduce the volume of freight
moved by road instead of having to continually upgrade the capacity of the N3. In this regard, trucks could be
carried on semi open rail wagons in the same manner as the shuttle service operating on the Eurotunnel
line. Although this would probably require the jacking of existing bridges over the main lines, I am of the view that
the associated costs of this coupled with the saving of road maintenance costs would compare favourably with the
costs of the current strategy of road expansion and high maintenance due to the damage caused by trucks.
The operation of a shuttle service on the main rail lines would help to address concerns about the security of
unaccompanied containers and goods whilst affording the same level of flexibility for the collection and delivery of
goods at rail termini as provided by the current road system.
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As you will agree, substantially reducing the volume of freight traffic carried by the freeways would have significant
benefits and cost savings and contribute to the sustainability and profitability of the rail service.
Keep well, and always have a pair of ‘sensible shoes’ readily available.
Regards, Mark
MARK PUTTICK & ASSOCIATES
Urban and Regional Planners
082 979 0706
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