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1. Meeting attendees: 
 

Mr.G Churchill  ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 

Mr. B Masema  ACER Translator 

Councillor Dlomo  Khabela Tribal Authority and facilitator of meeting 

Community Members (See attached attendance register) 

 

 

2. Meeting Minutes 

 

 Councillor Dlomo welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a prayer. Councillor 

Dlomo provided a brief background to the project and explained that this process had 

already commenced in 2014 but was put on hold for financial and funding reasons. 

 Mr Churchill, with Mr Masema (as interpreter),welcomed everyone in attendance and for 

making the time available to meet with them.  

 Mr Churchill explained that ACER had been appointed by the King Cetshwayo District 

Municiaplaity and Black Balance (project engineers) to undertake the required 

environmental assessment to get environmental approval for the proposed project. 

 Mr Churchill explained that the environmental authorisation process is well underway and 

that specialists were appointed in 2014 to assess the proposed project site and that 

these were currently being updated.  

 Findings by these specialists will be assessessed and taken into consideration when 

drafting the Basic Assessment report which will be submitted for both authority and 

public review. 

 Mr Churchill explained that as part of the environmental authorisation process, Public 

Participation, and specifically the input from the surrounding communities was important 

so that the EIA team can include any comments, concerns or queries the surrounding 

communities who are going to be affected by the project might have.  

 Mr Churchill stressed to the meeting attendees that all comments were welcome and that 

should they have any queries with regards to the project they should ask and ACER 

would try to answer their queries.  

 Mr Churchill opened the floor to questions and assisted Mr Masema, when required, to 

answer questions. 

 ACER issued all attendees with comment sheets on which the meeting attendees could 

write down their comments and circulated an attendance register for all attendees to 

sign. 

 

3. General Discussion and Questions 

 

 The community members indicated that they were aware of the project and welcomed 

the water supply scheme. 

 The local community asked when construction on the project would commence. Mr 

Churchill stated that a decision from DEDTEA is expected in July 2019. Once the 

approvals are in place the municipality will apply for funding of the project and once this 

has been secured construction will commence. 



 Community members asked if jobs would be available to the local community during 

construction of the project. Mr Churchill indicated that the contractor appointed would 

most likely source labour from the local community during construction. 

 Some community members asked if the project would have a detrimental impact on the 

community (example was put forward of the Sappi smell at Mandini). Mr Churchill 

responded saying that impact on the community were unlikely and that no noxious fumes 

or smells would occur which could affect the communities quality of life. 

 Community members asked if a reticulation network would be installed from the 

reservoirs which would service their homesteads. Mr Churchill responded saying that the 

reticulation did not form scope of this project and that he was certain that that would be 

the case in the future. 

 Councillor Dlomo thanked ACER for their work undertaken to date and stated that the 

community was eagerly awaiting the project to be implemented. 

 During the question and answer session Mr Masema and Mr Churchill assisted the 

community members with the filling out of the comment sheets. 

 
4. Meeting closure 

 

 Mr Churchill thanked the community members for their attendance and reiterated that the 

comments received would be incorporated into the reports submitted to the DEDTEA for 

decision making. 

 The meeting was closed with a prayer. 

 

 


