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INTRODUCTION 
The eThekwini Municipality plans to establish Cato Ridge as 
a City/Regional Logistics Hub and Industrial Production 
Node which compliments existing industrial zones and 
provides for expansion of industry and the enhancement of 
the City’s logistics platform. According to eThekwini 
Metropolitan Municipality’s approved Cato Ridge Local Area 
Plan (CRLAP), Cato Ridge has large tracts of undeveloped 
land zoned industrial, which has been proposed as the 
foundation for a major metropolitan industrial growth node. 
A key attribute in this proposal is Cato Ridge’s location on 
the strategic N3 logistics corridor (SIP2).  
 
It is envisaged that Cato Ridge will be a balanced and viable 
business centre, with a regenerated industrial hinterland 
and new major economic investment areas that will 
generate local employment. Allied to this, the development 
of Cato Ridge is aimed at providing a quality living 
environment that supports a range of urban, sub-urban and 
rural/traditional lifestyle options with supporting services, 
facilities and amenities whilst also protecting the area’s 
environmental resources. 
 
SANRAL is currently designing capacity upgrades to the 
National Road 3 (N3) between Durban and Cedara, which, 
as part of the National Development Plan, is a Strategic 
Infrastructure Project (SIP2: strengthening the logistics 
corridor between Durban, the Free State and Gauteng). 
There are several environmental authorisation processes 
underway with different Environmental Assessment 
Practitioners (EAPs) responsible for different N3 sections. 
To date, Environmental Authorisation has been issued for 
three sections. 
 
The CRLAP makes provision for various industrial 
developments including a logistics zone to accommodate a 
dry port. 

The dry port is aimed at assisting in the decongestion of the 
Port of Durban, the Durban Central Business District and the 
N3 by railing cargo from the port to Cato Ridge, thereby 
easing traffic pressure and congestion. 
 
The dry port is a private sector and AmaXimba community 
driven initiative. A traffic study undertaken as part of the 
CRLAP formulation proposed a new interchange in a central 
location, which provides more direct access to developable 
portions of land on either side of the N3 and which also allows 
for reduced mixed traffic on existing local circulation systems, 
i.e. to keep large vehicles out of residential areas and pinch 
points associated with the existing interchange.  
 
The need for a new interchange on the N3 is to align with 
internal roads within the proposed industrial and logistic zone 
to take pressure off roads within Cato Ridge. The preferred 
site is where the D12 overpass is located (near the Engen 
Service Station on the Durban-bound carriageway). 
 
The proposed development is subject to the provisions of the 
National Environmental Management Act (1998) and 
regulations (2014, amended 2017) governing applications for 
environmental authorisation. Discussions with the 
Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) confirmed that 
the proposed development will trigger Activity 27 of Listing 
Notice 2 (GNR 325, 2017) and, therefore, requires 
environmental authorisation subject to an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) process. 
 
Being national road infrastructure, the applicant is SANRAL. 
However, funding will be the responsibility of various private 
developers and the eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality. 
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To fast-track the implementation of the proposed interchange, the AmaXimba community’s private development partner, Cato 
Ridge Logistics Hub Consortium (Pty) Ltd (CRLHC), has appointed ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants (ACER) as EAP 
for the proposed development. ACER will be responsible for the EIA and an application to the Department of Human 
Settlements, Water and Sanitation for a Water Use License (WUL) or General Authorisation (GA). 
 
PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
The purpose of this Background Information Document (BID) is to provide members of the public with information about the 
proposed development, which should enable them to: 
 
 Determine whether they are an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP). 
 Understand the development to provide informed comment. 
 Understand the environmental authorisation process to enable meaningful participation. 
 
DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW 
The locality of the proposed KwaXimba Interchange is shown in the figure below. There are two alternatives being considered; 
the A4 diagram on the last page of this BID illustrates the interchange detail (on- and off-ramps) and road linking to Cato Ridge 
of the preferred alternative (the second alternative has additional internal interchange roads. Although not shown here, it will be 
evaluated as part of the environmental assessment). 
 

The interchange layout will comprise a modified half parclo and half diamond arrangement. This layout considers existing service 
restrictions and meets the minimum requirement of SANRAL. The proposed interchange link road is a four lane bi-directional 
road, with 3.5 m wide lanes and a 5 m wide median. The road navigates along the N3 from the proposed KwaXimba Interchange 
to intersect at the R103. Approaching the R103 intersection, the link road hugs the N3 and crosses at an existing rail overpass. 
This existing rail overpass will need to be extended to accommodate the link road. The link road crosses above the existing 
Selby Road underpass. For the link road, land acquisition will be required. The proposed link road will have a road reserve width 
of 30 m. 
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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
 
The main construction activities include the following: 
 
Site preparation. 
 Establishment of site camps and stockpile areas. 
 Provision for on-site waste management (sewage, 

wastewater, solid waste, etc). 
 Provision for storage/handling/disposal of hazardous 

substances (e.g. cement, asphalt, fuels and oils). 
 Clearance of vegetation. 
 Removal and stockpiling of topsoil and subsoil. 
 
Road and bridge widening. 
 Accommodation of traffic. 
 Demolition of structures (where required). 
 Blasting (where required). 
 Excavation with heavy plant. 
 Stockpiling of spoil and demolition rubble for building 

and levelling. 
 Disposal of excess spoil/rubble to licensed landfill sites. 
 Provision of drainage structures where crossing 

drainage lines and watercourses. 
 Haulage and placement of materials with heavy plant. 
 Water abstraction from local streams or from municipal 

sources. 
 Water spraying. 
 Rolling and compaction with heavy plant. 
 Retaining walls/other stabilisation/erosion control 

structures (as required). 
 Erection of lighting, Armco or concrete barriers, road 

signs and road lane markings. 
 
Water uses. 
Construction activities will involve: 
 Impeding/diverting the flow of water. 
 Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a 

watercourse. 
 Water abstraction. 

Re-instatement and rehabilitation. 
 Reinstatement of slopes. 
 Reinstatement of topsoil. 
 Revegetation. 
 Erosion control. 
 Alien plant control. 
 
The estimated construction period for the interchange and 
link road together with the N3 upgrades is 42 months, with 
construction anticipated to commence in January 2021. 
 
POTENTIAL ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION AND 
INVESTIGATION OF ASSOCIATED IMPACTS 
 
There are several issues and potential positive and/or 
negative impacts associated with the proposed 
development. Typically, these include: 
 
 Impacts to the natural environment (land, soils and 

water). 
 Atmospheric emissions. 
 Waste generation and disposal. 
 Nuisances such as dust and noise. 
 Traffic disruptions and road user safety. 
 Economic disruption particularly to the Engen Service 

Station. 
 Loss of land particularly productive agricultural land. 
 
Perhaps the single-most important issue concerns the 
closure of the eastern ramps (Durban-bound) on the existing 
Cato Ridge Interchange and the effect on businesses and 
residents.  

 
Allied to this is a potential increase in traffic, including heavy 
vehicle traffic, in Cato Ridge 
 
I&APs are invited and encouraged to raise issues of concern 
and to submit comments. These issues will be investigated 
during the EIA and relevant associated impacts identified 
and assessed, and mitigation measures proposed. 

The road from the intersection of the existing D12 and R103 to the intersection of the D12 and N3 will be de-proclaimed. The 
existing D12 south of the N3 will be realigned along its route to the intersection with the R103. 
 
For safety reasons related to spacing between interchanges on national roads, the ramps to the east of the existing 
Cato Ridge Interchange (Durban bound) will be closed and decommissioned. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS 
Given that Activity 27 of Listing Notice 2 is triggered, the application for environmental authorisation will be underpinned by an 
EIA. Typically, an EIA comprises four main phases: 
 
 Scoping, during which issues and associated potential impacts are identified and interpreted. The identification of issues 

is undertaken by the project proponent, the competent authority (DEA), the EAP, specialists and the public. 
 Impact Assessment, during which the issues and associated potential impacts are investigated by way of discipline-specific 

specialist studies. 
 Synthesis of findings, integration and assessment and reporting by way of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR). 
 Decision-making by DEA, authorising or declining the application, conditionally or unconditionally. 
 
The entire EIA process is underpinned by public participation. I&APs have four key times at which they can contribute to the 
EIA: 
 
 During project announcement. 
 Commenting on the Scoping Report (Draft and Final). 
 Commenting on the EIAR (Draft and Final) and the Environmental Management Programme. 
 By appealing the EA issued by DEA. 
 
However, I&AP comments will be considered throughout the EIA process. 
 
From commencement to the issuing of an EA by DEA, the EIA process is expected to take of the order of 15 months. During 
this time, the Department of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation will be engaged to determine water licensing 
requirements (either a WUL or GA, the decision being dependent on the status of the water resources to be affected). 

 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE 
 

Public participation enables persons who are interested in or affected by the proposed development to raise issues 
or concerns that need to be addressed during the planning and assessment processes. If you would like to participate 
in this Environmental Impact Assessment process and receive all relevant correspondence, you are requested to register 
as an I&AP with ACER. Written comments (using the comment sheet provided or via a separate document) may be submitted 
via mail, fax or e-mail (details below). 
 
The deadline for comment in this first round of public consultation (project announcement) is 26 September 2019. 
Thereafter, all registered I&APs will be notified of upcoming reports for public review during which additional comments 
can be submitted. 

 
PUBLIC OPEN DAY 

 
Members of the public are advised of a Public Open Day: 
 
Date: Wednesday 4 September 2019 
Venue: Cato Ridge Country Club 
Times: 15:00 – 19:00 
 
The Public Open Day will comprise visual displays with members of the project team in attendance to explain what is 
proposed and to answer questions. All issues raised during the Public Open Day will form part of the EIA process. 
 

 


