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Application for Exemption from further Heritage Mitigation 

 
Construction of a substation and supply of electricity to Lwala Mine located to the west of the 

settlement of Ga-Kgoete, Greater Tubatse Local Municipality, Sekhukhune District Municipality, 
Burgersfort District, Limpopo Province 

 
Project Description

1
 

 
The proposed project involves the construction of a substation and supply of electricity to Lwala Mine, 
located to the west of the settlement of Ga-Kgoete near Burgersfort in the Limpopo Province. The 
proposed development will entail the construction of the following project components:  

 2 x 2 km new WOLF line for a Loop In and Loop Out to the Steelpoort-Twickenham 132 kV line.  

 Construct a new substation called LWALA  

 2 x 132 kV feeder bays (Equip both feeder bays)  

 2 x 40 MVA 132/33 kV transformers 2 x 33 kV feeder bays  
See Figure 1.

2
 ESKOM Lwala Mine - Proposed Layout 

 

Observations 

Prior to the undertaking of field work the SAHRIS data base was accessed to ascertain the nature of any 

previous heritage assessments in the general area surrounding the Lwala Mine study area. 
3,4,5,6

.and what 

potential heritage resources could be encountered. 

 

eThembeni staff inspected the proposed powerline alignments and Sub-Station site on 29/30 April 2019. 

The greater majority of the area to the west of Ga-Kgoete, over which the powerlines are proposed to run, 

comprise old ploughed lands now encroached by pioneer savanna woodland; corresponding to the 

Savanna Biome and more particularly to the Central Bushveld Bioregion as defined by Mucina & 

Rutherford (2006).
7
 The substation site lies in an already disturbed area within an active mining zone. 

See Figure 2. 
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Figure 1.  ESKOM Lwala Mine - Proposed Layout 

 

 
Figure 2.  Powerline Options and Substation Location _ Lwala Mine 

 
 

 
Figure 3.  Pioneer savanna woodland encroaching on previously ploughed fields 
 
 



 
 
Figure 4. Active Lwala Mining area  
 
Transects walked and inspected revealed no surface Stone Age, Iron Age or historical archaeological 
remains. Primary context material was not expected due to previous ploughing activity and current mining 
and associated infrastructure disturbance 
. 
Graves within the previously ploughed areas are unlikely. No graves were reported.  
 
The images provided illustrate the disturbed, industrial nature of the receiving environment and hence the 
low likelihood of in situ, primary context archaeological remains.  
 
Recommendations 
 
Application is therefore made to exempt the proposed Substation site and chosen powerline route 
alignment, and any ancillary activities, from any further heritage assessment or mitigation. The client has 
been advised that in the event of any heritage resources been chanced upon that the Protocol detailed in 
Appendix 1 shall prevail. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Len van Schalkwyk  
Principle Investigator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
 

Protocol for the Identification, Protection and Recovery of Heritage Resources during 
Construction and Operation 

 
It is possible that sub-surface heritage resources could be encountered during the construction phase of 
this project. The Environmental Control Officer and all other persons responsible for site management 
and excavation should be aware that indicators of sub-surface sites could include: 

 Ash deposits (unnaturally grey appearance of soil compared to the surrounding substrate); 

 Bone concentrations, either animal or human; 

 Ceramic fragments, including potsherds; 

 Stone concentrations that appear to be formally arranged (may indicate the presence of an 
underlying burial, or represent building/structural remains); and 

 Fossilised remains of fauna and flora, including trees. 
 
In the event that such indicator(s) of heritage resources are identified, the following actions should be 
taken immediately: 

 All construction within a radius of at least 20m of the indicator should cease. This distance should 
be increased at the discretion of supervisory staff if heavy machinery or explosives could cause 
further disturbance to the suspected heritage resource. 

 This area must be marked using clearly visible means, such as barrier tape, and all personnel 
should be informed that it is a no-go area. 

 A guard should be appointed to enforce this no-go area if there is any possibility that it could be 
violated, whether intentionally or inadvertently, by construction staff or members of the public. 

 No measures should be taken to cover up the suspected heritage resource with soil, or to collect 
any remains such as bone or stone. 

 If a heritage practitioner has been appointed to monitor the project, s/he should be contacted and 
a site inspection arranged as soon as possible. 

 If no heritage practitioner has been appointed to monitor the project a SAHRA or PHRA Officer 
should be notified. 

 The South African Police Services should be notified by a SAHRA or PHRA Officer or an 
independent heritage practitioner if human remains are identified. No SAPS official may disturb or 
exhume such remains, whether of recent origin or not. 

 All parties concerned should respect the potentially sensitive and confidential nature of the 
heritage resources, particularly human remains, and refrain from making public statements until a 
mutually agreed time. 

 Any extension of the project beyond its current footprint involving vegetation and/or earth 
clearance should be subject to prior assessment by a qualified heritage practitioner, taking into 
account all information gathered during this initial heritage impact assessment. 


