
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
05 March 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
NATIONAL ROUTE 3 (N3): PROPOSED KWAXIMBA INTERCHANGE, CATO RIDGE, KWAZULU-NATAL 
PUBLIC OPEN DAY FOR REGISTERED INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
Following initial public engagement in September 2019 and public concerns to the design of the proposed 
KwaXimba Interchange (which consisted of a four-lane bidirectional link road on the southern side of the N3 
between the proposed KwaXimba Interchange and the existing Cato Ridge Interchange), the design engineers, 
SMEC, investigated design alternatives which meet SANRAL’s minimum requirements for interchanges while 
trying to accommodate concerns raised by the public on the original design. Following these investigations, the 
proposed layout of the KwaXimba Interchange has been revised. 
 
This letter serves as an invitation to you as a registered Interested & Affected Party (I&AP) to attend a public 
open day where members of the engineering and environmental teams, eThekwini Municipality and SANRAL, 
will explain the revised design of the proposed KwaXimba Interchange and how I&AP concerns have been 
accommodated in the new design. Please refer to Appendix 1 for additional information on the revised design 
of the proposed KwaXimba Interchange. 
 

PUBLIC OPEN DAY 
 
Date: Thursday 12 March 2020 
Venue: Cato Ridge Country Club 
Times: 16:00 – 19:00 and a short presentation on the proposed interchange design at 18:00 
 
The Public Open Day will comprise visual displays with members of the project team in attendance to explain 
what is proposed and to answer questions. All issues raised during the Public Open Day will form part of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants 
Giles Churchill 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Background Information 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Cato Ridge Logistics Hub Consortium (CRLHC), a subsidiary of Inkanyezi YeZulu Investment 
(Pty) Ltd, is presently planning the development of the Cato Ridge Dry Port. This is a private sector 
and amaXimba community driven initiative, which is aligned with the eThekwini Metropolitan 
Municipality’s approved Cato Ridge Local Area Plan that makes provision for a logistics zone within 
which the dry port is to be located. 
 
The Cato Ridge Dry Port will comprise an intermodal facility, a truck stop, a logistics park and fuel 
tank farm. The project is aimed to assist in the decongestion of the Port of Durban by railing cargo 
from the port to Cato Ridge, thereby easing traffic pressure and congestion on the Port of Durban 
and surrounds, Durban’s Central Business District and the N3. 
 
Planning indicates the need for a new interchange on the N3 to align with internal roads within the 
logistics zone and to take pressure off roads within Cato Ridge. The preferred site is where the D12 
overpass is located (near the Engen Service Station on the Durban-bound carriageway) (Figure 1). 
 
Simultaneously, SANRAL is designing capacity upgrades to National Road 3 (N3) between Durban 
and Cedara, which, as part of the National Development Plan, is a Strategic Infrastructure Project 
(SIP2: strengthening the logistics corridor between Durban, the Free State and Gauteng). The dry 
port strengthens this SIP2 project. There are several environmental authorisation processes 
underway with different Environmental Assessment Practitioners responsible for different N3 
sections. To date, Environmental Authorisation has been issued for four sections. 
 
This proposed development is subject to the provisions of the National Environmental Management 
Act (1998) and regulations (2014, amended 2017) governing applications for environmental 
authorisation. The Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF) has confirmed that 
the proposed interchange and link roads will trigger Activity 27 of Listing Notice 2 (GNR 325, 2017) 
and, therefore, require environmental authorisation subject to an EIA process. Being national road 
infrastructure, the applicant is SANRAL. However, funding will be the responsibility of the CRLHC 
and the eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality. 

 
2. BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The proposed interchange layout comprises a modified half parclo and half diamond arrangement. 
This layout considers existing service restrictions and meets the minimum requirements of 
SANRAL, a key one of which is not to have two interchanges on a national road within a set minimum 
distance from each other as noted in the SANRAL- Geometric Design Guideline 2010 (Page 7-7, 
Table 7.1: Interchange spacing in terms of signage requirements and in COTO - TRH 26 - South 
African Road Classification and Access Management Manual, Version 1.0, 2012 (Page 48, Table 2: 
Minimum spacing between Urban Freeway Interchanges. To achieve the spacing requirements, the 
closure of the east facing ramps on the existing Cato Ridge Interchange is necessary. To ameliorate 
inconvenience to residents and businesses in Cato Ridge, the original proposal was a four-lane 
bidirectional link road on the southern side of the N3 between the proposed KwaXimba Interchange 
and the existing Cato Ridge Interchange. This proposal was met with considerable resistance during 
initial public engagement in September 2019. The design engineers, SMEC, investigated alternatives 
and the current proposal (Figure 1), which meets SANRAL’s minimum requirements, is to provide 
two interchange link roads, one each side immediately north and south of the N3, at the same level 
as the N3 but separated from the N3 by a concrete barrier wall. Each link road will be two lanes but 
will carry one-way traffic:  
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Figure 1 Proposed KwaXimba Interchange and details of the two link roads 
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 The southern link road will carry traffic from the proposed KwaXimba Interchange in a westerly 
direction to the existing Cato Ridge Interchange. 

 The northern link road will carry traffic from the existing Cato Ridge Interchange in an easterly 
direction to the proposed KwaXimba Interchange. 

 
While the Cato Ridge eastern ramps will remain open, they will be dedicated to the two link roads, 
with the link roads carrying dedicated traffic between the two interchanges for purposes of exiting or 
entering the N3: 
 
 Persons travelling from Durban to Cato Ridge would exit the N3 at the proposed KwaXimba 

Interchange and use the southern link road. The existing Cato Ridge offramp will lead people 
into Cato Ridge. 

 Persons travelling from Cato Ridge to Durban will use the existing Cato Ridge onramp to 
connect to the northern link road and enter the N3 at the proposed KwaXimba Interchange. 

 
Being dedicated traffic, there will be no disruption to traffic flows on existing roads within Cato Ridge. 
 
The link roads will be two-lanes, each lane being 3.5-meters wide, with a 1-meter shoulder either 
side. Space constraints prohibit the delineation of a road servitude; however, land acquisition to 
accommodate the two link roads will be required. 
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