
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
26 August 2019 
 
 
Mrs. K van Heerden 
Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs 
8 Warwick Road 
Cascades, Pietermaritzburg 
3202 
 
 
 
Dear Mrs. van Heerden, 
 
INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE 
NATIONAL ROUTE 3 (N3): PROPOSED NEW KWAXIMBA INTERCHANGE NEAR CATO RIDGE 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EIA) 
 
According to eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality’s approved Cato Ridge Local Area Plan (CRLAP), Cato 
Ridge has large tracts of undeveloped land zoned industrial, which have been proposed as the 
foundation for a major metropolitan industrial growth node. A key attribute in this proposal is Cato Ridge’s 
location on the strategic N3 logistics corridor (SIP2).  
 
It is envisaged that Cato Ridge will be a balanced and viable business centre, with a regenerated 
industrial hinterland and new major economic investment areas that will generate local employment. 
Allied to this, the development of Cato Ridge is aimed at providing a quality living environment that 
supports a range of urban, sub-urban and rural/traditional lifestyle options with supporting services, 
facilities and amenities whilst also protecting the area’s environmental resources. 
 
The CRLAP makes provision for various industrial developments including a logistics zone to 
accommodate a dry port. The dry port is aimed at assisting in the decongestion of the Port of Durban, the 
Durban Central Business District and the N3 by railing cargo from the port to Cato Ridge, thereby easing 
traffic pressure and congestion.  
 
The dry port is a private sector and AmaXimba community driven initiative. A traffic study undertaken as 
part of the CRLAP formulation proposed a new interchange accessing the N3, with limited access to the 
existing interchange. 
 
The need for a new interchange on the N3 is to align with internal roads within the proposed industrial 
and logistic zone to take pressure off roads within Cato Ridge. The preferred site is where the D12 
overpass is located (near the Engen Service Station on the Durban-bound carriageway). 
 
Simultaneously, SANRAL is designing capacity upgrades to the National Road 3 (N3) between Durban 
and Cedara, which, as part of the National Development Plan, is a Strategic Infrastructure Project (SIP2: 
strengthening the logistics corridor between Durban, the Free State and Gauteng). The dry port 
strengthens this SIP2 project. There are several environmental authorisation processes underway with 
different Environmental Assessment Practitioners responsible for different N3 sections. To date, 
Environmental Authorisation has been issued for three sections. 
 
 



 

 

This proposed development is subject to the provisions of the National Environmental Management Act 
(1998) and regulations (2014, amended 2017) governing applications for environmental authorisation. 
The Department of Environmental Affairs has confirmed that the proposed interchange and associated 
roads will trigger Activity 27 of Listing Notice 2 (GNR 325, 2017) and, therefore, requires environmental 
authorisation subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. Being national road 
infrastructure, the applicant is SANRAL. However, funding will be the responsibility of the private sector 
and the eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality. 
 
In order to fast-track the implementation of the proposed interchange, the AmaXimba community’s private 
development partner, Cato Ridge Logistics Hub Consortium (Pty) Ltd (CRLHC), has appointed ACER 
(Africa) Environmental Consultants (ACER) as EAP for the proposed development. ACER will be 
responsible for the EIA and an application to the Department of Human Settlements, Water and 
Sanitation for a Water Use License or General Authorisation. 
 
Further information is provided in the enclosed/attached Background Information Document (BID). 
 
This letter serves to notify the public about the proposed development and to invite participation in the 
EIA. We encourage the public to participate and to submit comments to ACER via the means indicated in 
the BID (however, should you wish not to receive further information on the proposed development, 
please indicate the same on the Comment Sheet provided herewith). 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OFFICE 
 
If you would like to participate as an Interested and/or Affected party (I&AP), please complete the 
Comment Sheet and return to the Public Participation Office by 26 September 2019. 
 
Carina Boonzaaier ► PO Box 503, Mtunzini, 3867 
► Tel: 035 340 2715 ► Fax: 035 340 2232 ► Email: kwaximba@acerafrica.co.za 
 

PUBLIC OPEN DAY 
 
You are also advised of a Public Open Day: 
 
Date: Wednesday 4 September 2019 
Venue: Cato Ridge Country Club 
Times: 15:00 – 19:00 
 
The Public Open Day will comprise visual displays with members of the project team in attendance to 
explain what is proposed and to answer questions. All issues raised during the Public Open Day will form 
part of the EIA process. 
 
We thank you for your interest and look forward to your constructive contributions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

ACER (Africa) Environmental Consultants  
Giles Churchill (Pr. Sci. Nat) 
Senior Environmental Consultant 
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